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The accurate approach to safe environment 
training is that it is an essential preparation 
for ministry that empowers you to protect 
children through vigilant monitoring and 
action when circumstances unfold that 
indicate abuse or the risk of abuse. It is part 
of who we are, as members of a faith commu-
nity, to ensure the wellbeing of all. By partici-
pating in the child safety program, we are part 
of the solution to prevent harm to those who 
are vulnerable. 

The individuals who believed they would 
not have to approach the subject matter of 
child abuse again must realize that contin-
uous vigilance is a core requirement of the 
Diocese of Trenton Child Protection Program 
in all faith ministry settings. Legal liability is 
a valid concern, but it is not the motivation 
behind the program. The purpose of the 
program is the protection and preservation of 
the innocence of all who are vulnerable. It is 
helping to ensure that the damage inflicted 
by predators never happens. Awareness and 
monitoring can help avoid lives being forever 
altered by sexual abuse.  

Those who believe that training is for the 
atonement of the sins of the past must realize 

that this sin is, and has been, a societal 
problem. Abusers are not from a single profes-
sion – they can be relatives, doctors, coaches, 
teachers, clergy, counselors, civil servants, 
public officials and more! To assume the 
problem is confined to just one element of the 
Church, such as clergy, is narrow-minded and 
misguided. Vigilance is essential for all minis-
tries and programs.

Creating a safe environment does not start or 
end with a safe environment training session. 
Effective execution and continued reinforce-
ment of skills learned in training sessions are 
essential if we are to identify abuse and the 
potential for abuse. Continuous improvement 
of the program helps ensure a safe environ-
ment.  

A recent 2022 article, “How Monitoring 
All Environments Contributes to Safety,” 
published through VIRTUS Online from The 
National Catholic Risk Retention Group, 
Inc. provides insight into how we can provide 
constant safe environment monitoring in 
ministry. Ensuring the safety of children 
can begin with VIRTUS training, and 
continues with the use of sound and practical 
monitoring practices and policies. 

In-person environments:

n	 Maintain a healthy caution about any 
environment in which children are 
entrusted.

n	 Identify secluded areas; lock empty rooms.

n	 Develop and follow policies (with organi-
zation’s leadership) regarding the use of 
any area (open, secluded, off-site. etc.)

n	 Don’t permit children to enter staff-only 
areas.

n	 Only meet with children where other 
adults can have open access (such as, in the 
sight or hearing of other adults, with the 
invitation that they check-in at any time 
for safety).

n	 Perform consistent and random status 
checks (if status checks are performed at 
the same time every day, then people who 
do not have the best intentions could learn 
to anticipate that timeframe).

n	 Make sure enough adults are involved in 
programs so that you have an appropriate 
ratio of adults to children. 

Many individuals can approach participation in ministry with misconceived notions of safe 
environment training and execution. Some may perceive the training aspect of Safe Environment 
as simply completing a course, giving little attention to the subject matter until the next training. 
Others see it as a onetime necessity required by the Church for self-preservation against lawsuits. 

Monitoring the Environment 
After Training is Crucial
By William Staub, Associate Director of the OCYP

Continued on page 6
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Water often collects from leftover plowed 
snow as it melts. Snow piles also have the 
ability to divert water away from drains and 
into a building, causing damage. This is 
especially common during the spring thaw in 
colder climates. 

Clearing drifting snow and keeping plowed 
snow away from the building will prevent 
intrusion when the snow melts.

Water can also seep in to the 
basement through many paths
n	 A breach in the building’s structural 

system: like the roof, windows/doors, or 
walls

n	 A breach in the plumbing system like a 
broken pipe or leaky valve

n	 A back-up due to a blocked exit path, like 
a closed sink drain, blocked air conditioner 
drain pan, or a stopped bathroom fixture

Detection is key
Water coming into the building is not always 
preventable, but can be detectable. HSB 
environmental sensors, “smart” devices, can 
be placed in vulnerable locations that can 
alert a person who is responsible for the 
building’s well-being. The devices can detect 
the presence of water, very low temperatures, 
or even power outages. Then, the device can 
send an automated message to that responsible 
person who can the remedy the situation 
before it gets out of control.

These detection devices are available through 
the Diocese of Trenton HSB Environmental 

Sensor Program. Setting up the detection 
devices is simple, and requires a minimal 
amount of technical expertise.

Be aware
Be aware of conditions that could lead to 
potential pathways for water to enter the 
building.

A cold snap could cause a pipe to freeze, 
expand, and burst:

n	 Inspect basement pipes for corrosion and 
leaks. Repair them, as necessary

n	 If a cold snap is expected, provide heat to 
the pipes that can freeze, and/or open the 
faucet slightly to allow water to trickle into 
a sink or basin

Continued on page 3

How to Test a GFCI Outlet
Did you know this everyday device should be tested monthly?

Watch out for the Spring Thaw

Ground-fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) 
have been an electrical code requirement in 
buildings for the last 50 years. Depending 
on the age of your building and renovations, 
you may or may not have GFCIs. GFCIs are 
electronic devices designed to shut off power 
when they detect a common type of electrical 
shock hazard called a ground-fault. They have 
substantially reduced the number of accidental 
electrocutions since they were introduced.

In 1968, the electrical code only required 
GFCI-protected receptacles for swimming 
pool underwater lighting fixtures. But since 
2017, they’re required in all bathrooms, 
garages, outdoor locations, crawl spaces, 
unfinished portions of basements, kitchens 
and within six feet of sinks, bathtubs or 
shower stalls, boathouses and laundry areas.

GFCIs are much more sensitive than electrical 
panel circuit breakers. Circuit breakers are 
only designed to prevent overheating of the 
wiring in walls and fires, and don’t provide 
any shock or electrocution prevention.

If your GFCIs were installed early in their 
50-year history, they will lack improvements 
included in new devices. Older GFCIs are 
more likely to have gone through more 
electrical surges, which can cause damage to 
their sensing components.

If this happens, the receptacle will still 
allow electricity to flow with no shock or 
electrocution protection. 

Older GFCIs can also get worn out from 
repeated in-and-out plug use, which can cause 
overheating at the plug blades.

How can you tell if your GFCIs are 
working properly?
All GFCIs have “test” and “reset” buttons. 
Follow your manufacturer’s testing 
instructions. Usually, they are as simple as:

n	 Push the test button

n	 Listen for a “click” that indicates the unit 
has tripped and is working correctly

n	 Push the “reset” button

That’s all it takes to assure a GFCI is 
functional and will provide protection from 
ground-fault-related shocks. GFCI circuit-
breakers in the electrical panel also have test 
and reset buttons.

Outdoor GFCIs are more likely to fail because 
of weather exposure, and the outdoor use of 
power tools creates an increased risk of cutting 
cords. 

It’s best to test an outdoor GFCI before 
each use to make sure it is working 
properly.

The electrical code updated in 2017 now 
requires outdoor GFCIs to be rated as tamper 
resistant (TR) and weather resistant (WR).

The tamper-resistant rating prevents a child 
from sticking conductive objects into the slots. 
The weather-resistant rating requires a device 
that can withstand exposure to cold, water, 
insects and other exterior contaminants. New 
installations must have heavy-duty covers that 
are closeable and waterproof even when cords 
are plugged in.

The WR and TR requirements now apply to 
existing GFCIs in the building that need to 
be replaced when they become defective. The 
covers for replacement GFCIs should also be 
upgraded to the heavy duty-style for added 
physical protection.

When was the last time you tested 
your GFCIs?
Take a minute today to test the GFCIs in 
your buildings. And remember to do so 
periodically to help protect your properties. n
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Some pipes within the building may be 
placed in a “vulnerable” location:

n	 This may be directly in front of a boiler air 
intake vent, or in an uninsulated exterior 
wall or ceiling space

n	 Knowing where the water pipes are and 
where they lead to can quickly help assess a 
problem

A leaky pipe or valve could be evidence of 
corrosion:

n	 Continuous dripping from a leak 
will eventually fill the basement with 
equipment-damaging moisture or water

n	 A pump can be used to remove water that 
has collected in the basement. Having 
access to a gas-powered pump could be 
needed if the power goes out

n	 If there is a sump pump in the basement, 
verify that it is in proper operating 
condition. Make sure that the sump 
pump’s outlet hose is directed to pump 
water away from the building

Leaky or damaged basement doors and 
windows could allow rain, drifting snow 
or snowbanks, or misdirected gutter 
downspouts to take water into basement:

n	 An ice dam on the roof could allow 
melting ice to creep under the shingle 
system and cause a leak in roof

n	 Inspecting windows and doors for proper 
function and tight sealing will ensure that 
the wet elements are kept outside

n	 Inspect for, and remove, any drifting snow 
and snowbanks that may cause a leak into 
a window or door

n	 Proper maintenance and cleaning of 
gutters and downspouts will verify that the 
water will pass through them when it rains

n	 During a rain event, inspect gutters and 
downspouts to ensure that they’re carrying 
the water away from the building     n

Spring Thaw, continued from page 2

Let’s get started 
Get the Meshify Protect app to 
activate your sensors and stay 
connected to your property 24/7.

Welcome to your new 
powerful sensor and 
monitoring system.

Your property monitoring service starts now 

Did you know
that a water leak repair can cost 

over $10,000? Damage due to 

a water leak or a frozen pipe burst

can be costly and cause 

disruptive inconveniences.

Keep watch
of your property with smart

technology. We offer a robust

monitoring service that alerts

you at the first sign of potential 

freeze or a water leak. 

Sensor Solutions by HSB
Digital Alert Acknowledgements
On December 5th, HSB launched the digital 
alert acknowledgements for participants in the 
DOT loT Environmental Sensor program.

With the launch of this new feature, you 
can respond directly to an SMS (or email) 
alert and indicate that you are taking action 
to address a sensor alert. There’s no longer 
a need to answer an unexpected phone call 
when the alert is acknowledged.

How it Works
As always, all alert contacts will receive an 
alert via SMS and/or email when an issue is 
detected.

The new feature: In the SMS or email, there 
will be an embedded link to a response page 
to:

1)	Verify your identity by entering your 
phone number or email address and

2)	Make one of the following selections:

n	 Acknowledge: I will take action to 
address this alert

n	 Ignore: I am not taking action because 
the alert is due to a test or non-issue

n	 Decline: I cannot take action at this 
time

If no one is able to respond to the SMS or 
email within 10 minutes, HSB will place an 
automated call to your location’s primary 
contact. The call will come from HSB’s 
dedicated phone alert system at  
(888) 546- 3210. Store this number in your 
contacts for Caller ID purposes.

Equally important, if someone has already 
responded to the alert, you will see their 
response on your screen, saving you wasted 
time and effort.

Download and install the new Meshify 
Protect app to monitor your sensors,

iOS: https://ios-us.meshifyprotect.com

Android: https://android-us.meshifyprotect.
com

Please contact HSB Sensor Support Team if 
you have any questions - Monday to Friday, 
between 8:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
at (844) 468-1866. - email at sensorsupport@
hsb.com.   n

Sensor Solutions by 
HSB – Notification
Alert at Chancery J. Cahill Office

Sensor Name: Kitchen Freezer

Please enter your phone number or 
email for verification and select your 
next action

732-284-1600

(X) Acknowledge I will take action 
to address this alert

( ) Ignore: I won’t take action (test 
or non-issue)

( ) Decline: I can not take action at 
this time

https://ios-us.meshifyprotect.com
https://android-us.meshifyprotect.com
https://android-us.meshifyprotect.com
mailto:sensorsupport%40hsb.com?subject=
mailto:sensorsupport%40hsb.com?subject=
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Pipes commonly subject to freezing include:

n	 Garden hose connections and outdoor 
hose bibs

n	 Water supply lines in unheated or 
minimally heated spaces, including:

n	 Basements

n	 Crawl spaces

n	 Attics

n	 Garages

n	 Maintenance buildings

n	 Temporary/modular buildings

n	 Irrigation or lawn sprinkler lines

n	 Supply lines to pools, spas, ponds

n	 Pipes that run along exterior walls that 
are not well-insulated

You can prepare for the possibility of freezing 
pipes. Most importantly, identify the main 
water shut-off valve(s) for the building and 
make others aware of it in case you are not 
there.

To prevent frozen pipes:
n	 Identify pipes that are potentially exposed 

to freezing temperatures. Remember: 
heated areas that are drafty can have 
pipes freeze up due to the draft. This is 
the common cause of pipe freeze-ups in 
basements.

n	 Drain water supply lines for systems that 
can be shut down.

n	 Heat trace or insulate supply lines that 
must remain operational.

n	 For systems that can’t be isolated or heat 
traced, allow a small flow to continuously 
run through the system. The flowing water 
should prevent freeze-up. Be careful of 
where the water discharges so as not to 
create another problem.

n	 Avoid using antifreeze in systems or 
fixtures. If this is the only option, use 
care in choosing the correct antifreeze. 

Avoid automotive-type solutions. Use 
food grade Propylene Glycol or consider 
using recreational vehicle (RV)-type 
antifreezes, both of which are acceptable 
for use in potable systems (i.e., water safe 
for drinking). Check with your local health 
department before using. Be aware of the 
health and environmental issues associated 
with any antifreeze selection.

n	 Close inside shut-off valves to hose 
bibs. Open the outside valve to drain 
water. Leave outside valves open to allow 
condensation to drain and reduce the risk 
of water buildup inside the valve housing.

n	 Cover hose bibs that can’t be shut off 
inside the building. Insulating covers are 
available at most hardware stores. An 
alternative is to wrap the hose bib with a 
towel and cover the towel with plastic. 

n	 Detach hoses from outdoor hose bibs. 
Water in the hose will freeze first and 
can cause a freeze-up in the hose bib and 
possible failure. Do this even if the hose 
bib is a frost free-type.

n	 Drains and traps that are in concealed 
spaces or along exterior walls may be 
subject to freezing. These pipes can be 
protected by heat tracing or by pouring 
a few ounces of alcohol into the drain to 
lower the freezing point. Food grade or 
RV antifreeze can also be used, subject to 
the approval of local authorities. Never use 
automotiv- type antifreeze.

n	 Set thermostats to maintain building 
temperatures of 50 degrees Fahrenheit 
or higher throughout the building. 
Remember that temperatures along 
exterior walls, enclosed docks, etc. will be 
several degrees colder than interior areas.

n	 Open doors to closets or cabinets that 
contain water supply/waste lines to prevent 
freezing. The exception is doors to dry 
pipe sprinkler system rooms - these should 
remain closed and the rooms heated.

n	 Keep all doors (including dock and garage 
doors) closed. Keeping these doors closed, 
even if there are no pipes in the areas 
protected by these doors, can help protect 
other areas of the building by creating a 
buffer.

Thaw frozen pipes safely
n	 If a pipe bursts, shut off the main water 

supply valve until you can isolate the leak.

n	 If you operate a fixture (sink, toilet, etc.) 
and no water flows, suspect a frozen pipe.

n	 Check the supply line to ensure that no 
supply valves are shut.

n	 If a pipe has frozen, leave a fixture (sink, 
hose bib, etc.) on as you thaw the pipe. As 
the ice begins to melt, water will flow. The 
flowing water will help thaw the ice plug 
faster.

n	 Apply heat to the frozen section of pipe. 
Use an electric heat gun, hair dryer, 
heating pad, or space heater – no open 
flames – and keep combustible materials 
away from the heater. All electrical devices 
should be kept out of contact with water 
(puddles or water spraying from leaks). 
Use GFCI outlets or pigtails to provide 
additional protection.

n	 An alternative is to wrap the pipes with 
towels that have been soaked in hot 
water. Do not use open flame equipment 
(torches, fuel fired heaters – kerosene, 
propane, etc.) to thaw pipes.

n	 As the pipe begins to thaw, check for leaks. 
It is not uncommon for the ice plug to seal 
a fracture in the pipe.

n	 Check other supply lines and fixtures to 
determine the extent of pipe freeze-ups.

n	 If you cannot locate the problem, contact a 
licensed plumber to address the issue.  n

Frozen Pipes:
How to prevent freezing and 
thaw pipes safely
Even if you have not experienced frozen pipes in the past, 
sudden cold snaps may cause pipes to freeze or burst. This guide 
will help you identify systems at risk and provides information 
to minimize the risk, along with safe ways to thaw frozen pipes.
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KnowBe4 Cyber Security 
Training & Testing 
(10/1 - 12/31/22)
Training Events Scheduled	 186
Training Events Completed	 180

Cyber Security Update
2022-23 Phishing Testing Event Success Percentage

BlueVoyant 
Activity Report 
(10/01 - 12/31/22)
Total Alerts	 855

Blocked Incidents	    139

Security Incidents	      39

Issues Resolved	 All

SCAM OF THE WEEK: Blank Image Phishing Scams – DocuSign

With the widespread use of digital 
signatures, it’s especially important to 
understand that cyber criminals are creating 
fake emails that appear to come from 
DocuSign. Most email providers have security 
filters that check emails for malicious links or 
attachments. You may think you can rely on 
these filters and, as a result, trust that emails 
sent to your inbox are safe. Unfortunately, 
cybercriminals can take advantage of this 
trust by using blank image phishing to bypass 
security filters.

The scam starts with a fake email that appears 
to be from DocuSign. 

The email asks you to review and sign a 
document as soon as possible and contains an 
HTML attachment. Instead of an important 
document, the attachment is a blank SVG 
with malicious code. Because this code is 
hidden inside the attachment, the email can 
bypass security filters. If you download the 
attachment, the code will redirect you to a 
malicious website that will prompt you to 
enter sensitive information. If you enter this 
information, cybercriminals can use it for 
their own purposes.

Follow theses tips to stay safe from similar 
scams:

n	 Always think before you download an 
attachment. This type of cyberattack is 
designed to trick you into downloading 
attachments impulsively.

n	 Never click a link or download an 
attachment in an email that you aren’t 
expecting. While this attack targets 
DocuSign users, this scam could be used 
with any organization that manages 
electronic agreements.

Enable multi-factor authentication (MFA) 
on your accounts when it is available. MFA 
adds an extra layer of security and lowers the 
chance of cybercriminals logging in to your 
account.    n

Security Must Be Maintained 
Regardless of Your Location
Whether you work from home or work in an 
office, the security of your organization must 
be one of your top priorities. While these 
two locations can feel quite different, you can 
use the same precautions no matter whether 
you’re working from the office or at home.

Only Use Secure Devices
n	 Remember that your device is only as 

secure as the apps that are running on 
it. Never install an application or plugin 
without first checking with your IT 
department.

n	 Only use your work devices for work. If 
you are using your personal computer 
for work, we recommend that you create 
a separate user account with a unique 
username and password.

BlueVoyant and Sentinel One 
Endpoint Detection Response (EDR)
AV (Anti-Virus) and Next-Gen AV are 
effective tools with functionality that is 
similar in many ways to EDR. Sentinel One, 
the EDR deployed throughout the Diocese 
of Trenton by BlueVoyant, has greater 
capabilities than AV products alone to protect 
your endpoints. The Sentinel One product 
is best used in conjunction with either a 
trained internal security team or a Managed 
Security Service Provider (MSSP) or Managed 
Detection and Response (MDR) - BlueVoyant 
- to maximize the effectiveness. 

Sentinel One – End Point Detection provides 
“Flight Recorder” technology (AV/Next-Gen 
AV does not) that tracks activity on the 
system before and after an alert to clearly 
identify what malicious activity occurred 
on the system. When a forensic team 

investigation is necessary, this information 
can be incredibly valuable. Also, as opposed 
to the one-system, single computer nature 
of Next-Gen AV, EDR can provide insight 
into data from all systems devices to better 
correlate the entire environment. 

In addition, EDR can isolate a detected 
potential threat from the rest of the network 
until an investigator can review the system. 
Ultimately, Sentinel One provides several 
unmatched capabilities to protect the 
network’s endpoints — which is why the 
Diocese of Trenton recommends and deploys 
Sentinel One in conjunction with BlueVoyant 
Managed Detection and Response Services.

Sentinel One is a very effective tool designed 
to protect the environment as a whole, 
and can map how threat actors navigate 
throughout various systems with tools to 
isolate the impacted areas of systems.    n
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Pressure vessels are inspected and subject to 
test after installation and periodically at such 
intervals as established by rule. (See N.J.A.C. 
12:90-3.11 and N.J.A.C. 12:90-subchapter 
5.) A refrigeration system is inspected if 
refrigerants are flammable or toxic, rated over 
statute-specific capacity, and if operated at a 
pressure greater than 15 psig.

Inspection Certificate: When a satisfactory 
inspection is completed, the MIBBPVC 
assigns a jurisdiction number to identify the 
equipment and validate the inspection and 
a Certificate of Inspection is issued to the 
owner. The assigned jurisdiction number must 
be permanently affixed to the equipment. The 
Certificate must be framed and posted where 
the equipment is located or in the office.  

Inspection Process: Hartford Steam Boiler 
inspects boiler and pressure vessels for the 
Diocesan-insured entities. HSB is required 
by law to report their inspection activity 
to the state and note any code or advisory 
recommendations. It is generally understood 
that a boiler or pressure vessel has the 
potential to explode and cause loss of life 
and tremendous damage to structures and 
equipment.

Private schools, churches, and commercial 
offices are included in the list of facilities that 
have regulated equipment. In our diocese, 

all boilers, hot water heaters and regulated 
refrigeration equipment are inspected.

The responsibility of the owner/operator: 
The NJ statutes established that the owner/
operator has this ultimate responsibility for 
the equipment and if they use such equipment 
in violation of any provision of the statutes, 
they shall be liable for a penalty assessment.

Inspections: Boiler and refrigeration plants 
shall be inspected at 12-month intervals. Hot 
water heating boilers by regulation shall be 
inspected internally at 24-month intervals 
and externally at 12-month intervals. Annual 
inspections are necessary for all steam boilers 
and, in some cases, more frequently when 
abuse or unsafe conditions are noted. A 
Certificate is issued when an inspection is 
satisfactory. Failure to properly post and 
display the Certificate could subject the owner 
to a fine ranging from a minimum of $500 to 
$5,000 per day of violation.

Water Heaters: Water heaters are inspected 
when they equal or exceed a heat input of 
200,000 Btu per hour, an operating water 
temperature of 200°F, or a water capacity of 
120 gallons or more. 

New Installations: The owner must obtain 
appropriate permits from the municipality 
to install a new boiler, hot water heater, or 

refrigeration equipment. The boiler regula-
tions provide guidance for the inspection of 
boilers. When new or replacement equipment 
is installed, the owner has 30 days to notify 
the MIBBPVC so that an inspector can be 
dispatched to perform the inspection and 
register the equipment. New or replacement 
equipment inspections shall only be performed 
by the MIBBPVC. A TCO or CO will not be 
issued without a satisfactory inspection.

The NJ Department of Labor requires 
the installer of new boilers to complete 
the form INSTALLER VERIFICATION 
OF FUNCTION TESTING AND 
OPERATION OF CONTROLS AND 
SAFETY DEVICES FOR BOILERS 
RATED UP TO 12,499,000 BTU/HR. For 
more information, call the Office of Boiler 
and Pressure Vessel Compliance at (609) 
292-2345, or go to: http://lwd.dol.state.nj.us/
labor/forms_pdfs/lsse/bpvcinst101.pdf  

NJ has developed a pre-inspection checklist 
for hot water heating and hot water supply 
boilers listing the most common violations. 
Using this checklist prior to inspection by the 
State or your insurance carrier can eliminate 
many of the typical causes for inspection 
failure. Go to: 

https://lwd.state.nj.us/labor/forms_pdfs/lsse/
boiler_preinspection_hotwater.pdf      n

Inspection of Boilers, Pressure Vessels, Refrigeration Systems
New Jersey requires inspections of all steam or hot water boilers or similar pressure equipment 
potentially capable of generating steam, and those that have adequate relief devices set to discharge 
at pressures and temperatures that exceed normal operational parameters to ensure safety. 

n	 Don’t start new programs without the 
appropriate approval of the organization or 
leadership.

n	 Encourage parental involvement, allowing 
parents to have proper access to all 
programs to evaluate safety. 

Technology environments:

n	 Always use sanctioned devices and 
accounts sponsored by the organization to 
communicate with youth - avoid the use of 
personal accounts.

n	 Never “friend,” “follow” or communicate 
with youth using your personal accounts.

n	 Always communicate during appropriate 
timeframes. If you wouldn’t call the home 
at specific times, then you shouldn’t text, 
call, message, or email the youth, either. 

n	 Never take or post photos of youth 
without the proper approvals of both the 
organization and the youth’s family.  

n	 Photo releases are kept on file at the 
organization. Even with permission, photos 
should only be posted on an organization-
approved forum.

n	 Install and use appropriate blocking/
filtering software. 

n	 Include additional adult oversight for any 
communication or online meetings with 
children or youth - this helps to ensure 
that the interaction online doesn’t become 
isolated.1     n

1	 “How Monitoring All Environments Contributes to Safety”, 
The National Catholic Risk Retention Group, Inc., VIRTUS 
Online. 2/6/2022 pp. 1-2.

Monitoring the Environment After Training is Crucial, continued from page 1

BOUNDARIES Training 
for Adults Now Available 
to Preview!
The newest VIRTUS training video 
is now available: Healthy Boundaries 
for Adults: Boundary Development 
and Implementation. This module 
addresses the proper development 
and implementation of appropriate 
boundaries within the ministerial 
environment. The Boundaries 
Awareness for Clergy Training is now 
in progress and will be coming soon! 
For more information, contact Bill 
Staub at 609-403-7223 email: bstaub@
dioceseoftrenton.org

http://lwd.dol.state.nj.us/labor/forms_pdfs/lsse/bpvcinst101.pdf
http://lwd.dol.state.nj.us/labor/forms_pdfs/lsse/bpvcinst101.pdf
https://lwd.state.nj.us/labor/forms_pdfs/lsse/boiler_preinspection_hotwater.pdf
https://lwd.state.nj.us/labor/forms_pdfs/lsse/boiler_preinspection_hotwater.pdf
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Event Insurance Applications
With the return of regularly-scheduled 
meetings at most parishes for the Knights of 
Columbus, St. Vincent DePaul Society, AA, 
NA and other self-help groups, it is important 
to confirm that the required liability insurance 
coverage is in place and that the License “Use” 
Agreement between the parish and non-min-
istry or outside groups is up-to-date. Please 
contact Joe Cahill if there are any questions: 
609-403-7189 (office) 732-284-1600 (cell) or 
jcahill@dioceseoftrenton.org  

Steam Boiler Loss Prevention
Hartford Steam Boiler has launched a new 
sensor initiative, at their expense, to monitor 
steam boilers in the Diocese of Trenton 
with the goal of preventing boiler failure and 
unnecessary system damage. Steam Boilers are 
more prone to failure or system breakdown 
when regular (weekly) preventive maintenance 
becomes infrequent. The system will monitor 
key metrics to provide early notifications for 
pre-emptive maintenance to avoid damage 
and costly repairs. There are 57 operating 
steam boilers at 39 locations throughout 
the Diocese with 90% of the eligible parish 
location participating. Steam boiler failures are 
costly, driving up Boiler & Machinery insur-
ance premiums for everyone. Deductibles for 
boiler insurance claims vary between $5,000 
and $25,000 per claim. Participation in the 
program will save the boiler owners from 
large repair bills and high deductibles through 
active, real-time equipment monitoring which 
will help reduce premiums for all program 
participants. As an added incentive, partici-
pants will have the deductible waived during 
the pilot test program if there is a steam boiler 
failure. Loss prevention programs will provide 
long term benefits to every parish in the 
Diocese.   

Carbon Monoxide Monitors –  
“10-Year” Life – Sealed Battery
CO (Carbon Monoxide) Monitors are avail-
able from the diocese at no cost. All are “10 
year” life – sealed batteries – and are packed 
six to a box. If you are in need, please contact 
Joe Cahill or Scot Pirozzi and place your order 
for one or two boxes at no cost.

S721– Emergency Operation 
Plans
On October 3, 2022, NJ Senate Bill S721 
passed both Houses of the Legislature and was 
signed by Governor Murphy on November 
14, 2022.

This bill requires sports and entertainment 
facilities capable of seating more than 5,000 
people, movie theaters capable of seating more 
than 1,000 people, and places of worship 
capable of seating more than 500 people, to 
annually prepare and maintain an emergency 
operations plan in coordination with the 
appropriate local fire, law enforcement, and 
emergency response agencies. The emergency 
operations plan must be submitted to the chief 
law enforcement officer who serves the munic-
ipality in which the sports and entertainment 
facility, movie theater, or place of worship is 
located. This will become effective on May 
14, 2023. More information to follow.

Minimum Wage increased on 
1/1/2023
Minimum wage in New Jersey increased 
from $13.00 per hour to $14.13 per hour on 
January 1, 2023. 

Property Appraisals for 
Replacement Cost Valuations 
Site inspections for property appraisals were 
completed on January 31, 2023, a couple of 
weeks ahead of schedule. Reports for each 
location are being generated and, after review 
by the Office of Risk Management and the 
Property Insurance Team at WTW, each 
parish will receive a complete report of all the 
information gathered including replacement 
cost valuation for buildings and contents.  
Reports will be released as soon as possible but 
no later than April 30, 2023. 

NJ WARN Act Amendment 
becomes effective on 4/10/2023
Major changes to NJ WARN (Millville Dallas 
Airmotive Plant Job Loss Notification Act)

n	 Employers with 100 or more employees 
must provide 90 days of prior notice before 
discharging the first employee as a part of 
a mass layoff, termination of operations or 
transfer/relocation of operations. 

n	 Mandatory severance – one week 
of severance for every full year of 
employment.

n	 The threshold for affected employees was 
reduced to 50 people even if it is less than 
33% of the workforce.

n	 Part-time employees are counted for both 
the 100 employee threshold and the 50 
employee count. Part-time employees are  
entitled to the same notice requirements as 
full-time employees.

n	 The amendment revised the definition of 
establishment from “a single location or a 
group of contiguous locations” to include 
“a single location or a group of locations, 
including any facilities located in the state 
of New Jersey.  

n	 Failure to provide the proper 90-day notice 
by the employer will result in an additional 
four weeks of severance. The only notice 
exception in the NJ WARN Act is the 
natural disaster exception. 

Filing an Insurance Claim
All insurance claims should be reported as 
soon as possible.  

For immediate assistance please see below:

Workers Compensation: PMA CARE 
24 to report a claim and obtain medical 
care – 1-855-347-7334 – report your work 
location and employer name – church/school/
cemetery/Catholic Charities work locations/
CYO Mercer County work location/Diocesan 
Ministry work location

Automobile Accidents: PMA 1-800-482-
9826 – Provide your work location name and 
a cell phone contact number when reporting 
for follow up

Property Claim: Steven Stewart (Crawford 
Co.) – 610-574-7717 or Joe Cahill 732-284-
1600 (cell)

Non-Employee Injuries/Accidents General 
Liability: Joe Cahill 732-284-1600 or Joe 
Bianchi 732-267-0381

Crime/Theft/Vandalism: Joe Cahill 732-284-
1600 or Joe Bianchi 732-267-0381

Misconduct and Abuse: Joe Bianchi 
732-267-0381 

Student Accident including Sports Injuries: 
Joe Cahill 732-284-1600  

Boiler and Machinery Claims: HSB 
888-472-5677 or Joe Cahill: 609-403-7189 
(office) 732-284-1600 (cell)   n
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Risk Management Key Contacts
WTW Team 
WTW 
Concourse Corp. Center 5, 18th Fl. 
Atlanta, GA 30328

Jen Adams, Assistant VP 
Tel: 404-304-5057 
Jen.Adams@wtwco.com

Mike Farrand, Sr. Principal 
Tel: 610-715-1951 
Mike.Farrand@wtwco.com

Tracy Farragut, Sr. Client Manager 
Tel: 205-613-6173 
Tracy.Farragut@wtwco.com

Val Molina, Client Manager 
Tel: 305-373-8461 
Val.Molina@wtwco.com

Certificates of Insurance 
For our online form, go to:  
dotinsurance.org/forms/certs

Claim Reporting 
PMA Management Corp. 
PMA Corporate Processing Center 
Tel: 800-482-9826; Fax: 856-727-3186

PMA Workers Comp  Nurse Triage 
CARE 24 Tel:  855-347-7334

Auto Insurance Cards 
Porter & Curtis, LLC 
Tel: 484-445-7174 
Email: trenton@aeti-inc.com

Online Form: dotinsurance.org/ 
forms/auto-forms

www.dotinsurance.org

Diocese of Trenton 
Chancery 
701 Lawrenceville Rd. 
Trenton, NJ 08638 
Main Tel: 609-406-7400

Joseph Bianchi, Chief 
Administrative Officer 
Tel: 609-403-7208; Fax: 609-406-7413 
jbianc@dioceseoftrenton.org

Joseph Cahill, Director of Risk 
Management 
Tel: 609-403-7189; Fax: 609-403-7215 
jcahill@dioceseoftrenton.org

Scot Pirozzi, Director, 
Dept. of Construction & Property 
Tel: 609-403-7195; Fax: 609-406-7412 
spiroz@dioceseoftrenton.org
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