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Ecclesial Safe Environment programs, along with public policies and procedures, have evolved 
over the last 50 years. Many years ago, a “yes” to volunteering was all that was required. Today’s 
standards require criminal background checks and sexual abuse awareness training sessions for 
employees and volunteers. In the last 25 years, sexual abuse awareness has greatly expanded into 
an industry focused on preventing abuse. Safe Environment practices today include nationwide 
training programs, conferences, national organizations, and liability insurance, all centered on the 
prevention of the abuse of children. 

Safe 
Environment 
Changes
in Industry and Church

Fall Edition

Sexual abuse awareness and the way 
the subject is approached have changed 
dramatically over the years. The meaning and 
definition of abuse has expanded. The way 
the world responds to those who have been 
victimized is evolving as we become more 
enlightened to the many dimensions of abuse. 
As all these changes take place, our programs 
and policies have expanded to ensure the 
continued protection of the most vulnerable.  

For the Diocese of Trenton, VIRTUS training 
is now offered online and virtually in addition 
to the traditional live session. VIRTUS, 
which is part of the National Catholic Risk 
Retention Group, is changing with the 
industry. The latest version of Protecting 
God’s Children 3.5, which was rolled out 
in 2019, will soon be replaced by Protecting 

God’s Children 4.0. The new version 
focuses on hope for the future, best practices, 
boundaries, disclosure reporting, methods to 
inspire change, and becoming safer adults.

The New Jersey State Police are also updating 
their procedures. They will no longer accept 
“Blue Forms” for the Names Only Criminal 
Background Check as of August 1, 2021. 
The Office of Child and Youth Protection is 
evaluating alternative options for background 
reverification of volunteers and employees.  
Until an alternative procedure is established, 
fingerprinting through IdentoGo will be used 
for both the initial background checks and the 
recurring four-year reevaluations.

Safe Environment training programs for 
children are also experiencing a change. 

Bishop David O’Connell has recently 
promulgated an additional choice of 
incorporating Growing with God, by 
Loyola Press into the parish and school safe 
environment programs. This new option is 
available now to all parishes and schools in 
the diocese. Growing with God now joins 
the RCL Benziger’s Family Life Series in safe 
environment curriculum.

Changes to the Safe Environment programs 
for the prevention of sexual abuse are 
happening for the better. When we focus 
on the goal of the safety for all children, it 
becomes less of a burden and more of a gift of 
hope. With this in mind, the Church will be a 
place we know is safe for all children.    n

By William Staub, Associate Director of OYCP
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When a hurricane is likely to occur, effective preparations can 
mitigate damage, prevent loss, and limit downtime. Hartford Steam 
Boiler (HSB) recommends that the following steps be taken prior to 
a hurricane event.

n	 Store modules. All tracking systems 
should be stored in a safe, neutral position 
to reduce wind drag. Follow all racking 
manufacturers’ recommendations for 
stowing and securing modules.

n	 Take plant off-line. To reduce loss 
potential during and following a hurricane, 
it’s safe practice to de-energize the plant 
as much as possible. Electrical separation 
between components via breakers and 
disconnects may help prevent electrical 
losses from compounding. Shutting off 
all breakers at inverters, trackers, and 
combiner boxes will provide separation 
between these components. Remove 
the plant from the grid at the point of 
interconnect or in the switchyard. This 
will help to mitigate losses caused by grid 
disruptions that will happen during the 
hurricane.

n	 Ensure watertight integrity of 
components. Hurricane winds will blow 
rain into every possible crack or opening. 
Ensure that all components and cabinets 
are shut and well-sealed. Doors to all 
electrical cabinets should be watertight and 
locked to maintain their integrity during 
the storm.

n	 Tighten fasteners and clamps. Any loose 
fasteners, clamps, or wiring should be 
secured before the storm arrives. This is 
especially important in areas of the plant 
that are undergoing maintenance or repairs 
and may be compromised.

n	 Check surroundings for any loose 
objects. Strong winds will pick up loose 
objects and cause damages. Tools, buckets, 

spare modules or other parts should be 
well-secured or removed from the site. 
Loose pallets, wood, tree limbs, and other 
moveable materials should be removed 
or secured. If loose materials can’t be 
removed or secured then moving them to 
the downwind side of the facility will help 
to prevent losses from occurring.

n	 Check drainage ditches. Ensure drainage 
systems are free of debris and growth to 
effectively remove water from the plant. If 
time permits, construct flood barriers with 
sandbags or other materials. Even if these 
do not hold back floodwaters, they may 
resist flood currents sufficiently to prevent 
undermining and erosion of racking system 
footings. De-energize all electrical circuits 
prior to flooding.

When a storm is imminent
“Personnel before property” is the rule when 
a storm is about to strike. Never yield to the 
temptation to continue preparatory work if 
there is a possibility that anyone could be 
jeopardized by the arrival of the storm. Once 
a hurricane arrives, unpredictable dangers will 
happen. All personnel should obey evacuation 
orders and move to safety in advance of the 
storm and prior to the rise of any floodwater.

In the aftermath 
Remember, modules will produce power 
when exposed to sunlight even when 
disconnected. If modules or wiring are 
sitting in water, there is a heightened risk of 
electrocution. For machinery and equipment, 
there is usually a significant opportunity 
to minimize damage at this stage. Proper 

cleaning and drying will often prevent serious 
damage and help to restore the premises to 
operation more quickly and at a lower cost.

The Risk Does Not Recede 
With the Water 
If your equipment, machinery or electrical 
systems have been exposed to flood waters, 
you risk their loss even when the water level 
has dropped. Equipment and machinery may 
have water, silt or other contaminants within 
them. Your equipment could be damaged 
or destroyed if you attempt to start or test it 
without adequate cleaning and preparation 
for operation. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO 
OPERATE OR TEST YOUR EQUIPMENT 
WITHOUT PROPERLY RESTORING IT. 
Even when your equipment’s exterior appears 
normal, residual moisture and contaminants 
can lead to permanent damage. Dry and 
clean before using. 

The following summarizes the steps to prepare 
your equipment for operation. Most actions 
involve careful draining, drying, and cleaning 
of equipment before attempting to start or 
energize it. Taking these precautions now can 
help you avoid a major equipment failure and 
enable you to restore vital operations sooner.

Electrical equipment 
DO NOT ENERGIZE equipment that has 
been flooded until properly inspected, cleaned, 
dried out, and insulation has been tested. This 
includes enclosures, bus ducts, conduit, and 
cables. Application of power to wet circuits 
will usually result in serious damage that will 
require repair or replacement. 

Hurricane Loss Prevention for  

Solar PV 
Installations 

continued on page 3
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It’s a Monday morning and a church secretary settles into her desk, starts her computer and checks her 
email; some of it is SPAM, some of it from parents asking for the new CCD schedule, but one message 
in particular draws her attention: a message from a company claiming that the church has infringed on a 
copyrighted work of their client. Uh oh.

The message looks legitimate, but who knows 
nowadays? The company demands hundreds 
of dollars in payment for the unlicensed use 
of an image on the church website. “Hmmm. 
This must be a scam,” she thinks - yet another 
attempt by someone to separate the naïve 
or unwary from their money. After all, the 
church is a not-for-profit entity and the image 
wasn’t used for financial gain, so it must be a 
scam. But is it?

As it turns out, the email is legitimate, as is 
the company’s demand for a relatively small 
amount of money to settle the infringement 
claim.

Most of us will never have to deal with the 
arcane subject of Intellectual Property rights, 
and that is as it should be. Knowing a little 
bit about the subject, however, can help a lot, 
especially if you prepare or publish any type 
of media for your church, such as newsletters, 
bulletins, handouts, website/blog articles, etc. 
Why? 

Every image, chart, drawing, graph, 
illustration and video that appears in the 
media you generate is intellectual property – 
yours if it’s an original work that you created, 

or the church’s if someone created the work 
on behalf of the church. But what if that 
is not the case? Well, then the intellectual 
property in question belongs to someone 
else. If the work was created by someone 
outside of the church, a commercial artist 
or photographer, for example, then they 
own the work and can do with it as they 
please - license it to others to use, sell it or 
just keep it to themselves. Using their work 
without permission can trigger a copyright 
infringement claim.

“Fair Use” is often cited as an exception to 
copyright infringement, the principle that a 
copyrighted work can be used for criticism, 
comment, news reporting, teaching, etc., 
without permission or payment. Though 
“nonprofit” use is a factor in determining 
whether the “Fair Use” exception applies, the 
use itself must be for a permissible purpose, 
and highlighting an article on a website isn’t 
one of them. So too, lack of intent won’t 
absolve someone of an infringement claim - 
intent goes to the issue of damages, but not 
liability.

The best way to avoid a copyright 
infringement claim is to ensure all content 

that appears in any church publication, e.g., 
newsletters, pamphlets, and website articles, 
is licensed for use in the medium it was 
published in or is an original work created by 
the author or someone else at the church who 
gave permission to use it.

Commercial stock imagery can be readily 
purchased on the web to insert into virtually 
any publication, but always check the license 
for limitations on use to make sure your 
intended use is permitted. Royalty-free stock 
imagery is also widely available, again subject 
to limitation; typically, that the work not 
be used for commercial purposes and/or 
only with attribution. Imagery in the public 
domain (and most government works) can 
also be used for free, but again check for any 
limitations that apply.

If you ever receive an email like the one 
described above, not to worry. Contact Joe 
Cahill (see contact list on last page) as soon 
as you receive it. Most claims for minor 
infringements can be settled with relatively 
minor cost, provided they are addressed 
quickly.   n

Copyright Infringement  
A picture is worth a thousand…?

It is usually better to spend the necessary 
drying time than to risk destruction of the 
equipment.

n	 Windings in electric machinery should 
not be dried at temperatures exceeding the 
rating of its insulation system. In general, 
a maximum temperature of 194 degrees F 
or 90 degrees C may be used. Check with 
the manufacturer for equipment specific 
information and recommendations.

n	 Dry type transformers should be cleaned 
and thoroughly dried as described for 
windings.

n	 Oil filled transformers should be 
thoroughly inspected for damage including 
the insulation bushing. Oil samples should 
be drawn from the tank’s top and bottom 

for analysis. Examine the sample for free 
moisture in the form of moisture droplets 
or a cloudy appearance. The laboratory 
should be instructed to include a Karl 
Fischer test for dissolved water content. 
Maximum water content for equipment 
rated >= 69kv is 25 ppm and equipment 
rated at <69kv is 35 ppm. If water is 
found in the oil, the oil charge must be 
dehydrated by a competent service firm.

n	 Circuit boards that have been immersed 
can sometimes be salvaged, if they were 
not energized at the time of immersion, 
and further provided that water sensitive 
components are not mounted to them. 
This can be done by carefully washing 
the individual boards in pure water and 
thoroughly drying before energizing. Other 

components, especially those affected by 
salt or brackish water, may also benefit 
from a freshwater rinse and cleaning. 
Never use high-pressure water for this 
purpose.

It is our hope that you can quickly recover 
from a hurricane event with no loss to 
property and with as little downtime as 
possible. HSB has professional resources 
to help if you have any questions during this 
time. Please ensure that all personnel remain 
safe during and after the storm.

© 2021 The Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection 
and Insurance Company. All rights reserved. 
This article is for informational purposes only 
and is not intended to convey or constitute legal 
advice.    n

Hurricane Loss Prevention for Solar PV Installations, continued from page 2

By Kevin M. Clark, Esq. of Ansell, Grimm and Aaron, P.C., Ocean Township, NJ 
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Diocese of Trenton  
Cyber Security Program

BREACH AVOIDANCE: Employee 
training, robust firewalls, anti-virus software, 
security patches, competent support staff, 
and other measures define the security of any 
system, but nothing is perfect - the weakest 
link is usually the point of undetected access.

BREACH PREVENTION: The Diocese 
has partnered with BlueVoyant to develop 
and deploy a managed “Defend and Respond” 
program utilizing CARBON BLACK 
CLOUD DEFENSE end point sensor to 
detect, block and terminate malicious activity 
wherever deployed.

n	 24/7 threat monitoring and analysis. The 
agent deployed on a computer functions 
with or without internet connectivity with 
real-time detection and remediation of 
suspicious or malicious behavior or file use.

n	 Network protection with proactive threat 
hunting, including zero-day (previously 
unknown malicious agent).  

n	 Suspicious files and activity can be 
remotely acquired, quarantined, and 
evaluated in BLUEVOYANT’S custom 
Malware sandbox.

n	 Customizable blacklisting and whitelisting. 

HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS:  
BlueVoyant ASSESS, DEFEND, RESPOND

n	 Compliance Regulations - Risk Assessment 
- Social Engineering

n	 24/7x365 Monitoring - Managed Security 
Response

n	 Real-time remediation - Post incident 
assessment

FULLY MANAGED SERVICE:

n	 Threat detected by Carbon Black Cloud 
Defense – Remote Triage – Threat 
Research – Resolution

n	 Client notified of Investigation/Resolution

THE BENEFIT:

n	 State of the Art Next Generation Cyber 
Defense

n	 Coordinated Cyber Protection Policy for 
All Diocesan Entities

n	 Purchasing Power at 5,000 installed units

THE COST: The managed endpoint service 
for $69.50 per agent per year

TECHNICAL CONCERNS RELATED 
TO DEPLOYMENT:

n	 The End Point Agent is lightweight – 30 
to 50 MB installed utilizing approximately 
1% of the CPU.

n	 Installation can be pushed out over a 
network to all connected computers or 
installed one machine at a time in less than 
three minutes per install.

n	 Technical assistance from the BlueVoyant 
team and the IT Department at the 
Diocese is available at no additional cost.

COST OF A BREACH: $50,000 to $10 
Million or more. Average breach: $600,000

The Diocese of Trenton is a target. In the 
last 3-1/2 years we have experienced 6 cyber 
breaches – 4 schools and two parish offices. 
We experienced an incident of ransomware 
that took down an entire parish network. 
All incidents were contained without the 
compromise of Personally Identifiable 
Information (PII). Most breaches go 
undetected for 6+months.

Once a breach is suspected, we notify our 
insurance carrier and initiate an investigation, 
as required by law. A forensic investigation is 
undertaken immediately to determine if any 
PII (Personally Identifiable Information) has 
been compromised. If so, every individual 
known to or suspected of having been 
compromised must be notified, along 
with state and federal officials. The cost of 
notification and remedial action is significant.

COSTS AVOIDED:

n	 Outsourced technical service to repair/
correct computers corrupted by malware

n	 Internal technical service support to 
contain/remove malware and restore to use

n	 Expense of Anti-virus software

n	 Elimination of redundant software that 
performs some of the functions of CB 
DEFENSE

n	 Technical support team has more time to 
devote to network operations and updates

n	 Program participation reduces insurance 
deductible from $100,000 to $5,000.  n

GOAL: To prevent cyber breaches at all diocesan parishes and schools. 

CONCERNS: Technical capability to manage or secure cyber assets at all 
locations.

EXPOSURE: Every computer utilized in day-to-day business activity: 5,000 
units.

Multi-Factor 
Authenticaion (MFA)
Remote work during COVID exposed 
numerous cyber security vulnerabilities. 
RDP (Remote Desktop Protocol) is the 
dominant attack vector for ransomware. 
There are several ways to add security 
for RDP, such as the use of a VPN, 
Encryption, RDP Gateway, Complex 
Passwords, Multi-Factor Authentication 
(MFA) and Restricted Access Protocols. 
Unauthorized access to a network 
has dominated recent data security 
breaches. Weak passwords are often a 
problem, but the use of MFA is highly 
effective in stopping an access breach. 
MFA is simple to implement — a 
second form of authentication is sent 
via text, email, phone call or security 
token to verify identity. The Colonial 
Pipeline ransomware attack occurred 
through simple access via a user ID and 
password; MFA could have stopped the 
hack.  

MFA is not the ultimate in cyber 
security protection, but it is highly 
effective. It won’t stop phishing or block 
links to spoofed websites, but does 
provide an additional layer of security 
if an ID or password is compromised. 
For more information, contact Anthony 
DeLorenzo, Director of Computer 
Services, adelor@diocesewoftrenton.org, 
tel: 609-403-7166.  n

mailto:adelor%40diocesewoftrenton.org?subject=
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Split NJ High Court Adopts
Ongoing Storm 
Liability Rule
By Bill Wichert

Although this recent decision is welcome relief 
for commercial landowners, it doesn’t absolve 
the owner/operator from proper care and due 
diligence regarding snow and ice removal. 
Exceptions exist. Two of the dissenting State 
Supreme Court Justices were emphatic, stating 
that the ruling should not apply if it is light snow 
or freezing rain and commercial landowners 
should be liable if they do not take reasonable 
steps to protect the safety of tenants, workers 
and customers. The exceptions to the ruling will 
apply if it is determined that failure to act by the 
landowner was not inexpedient or impractical. 
Commonsense should apply as this issue has been 
in the court numerous times and will be again.  
Sidewalk liability remains a continual concern 
and claims have been a significant expense 
for the insurance program. Every landowner 
has a responsibility to attend to hazardous 
conditions that may cause harm to an employee 
or visitor (with or without a business reason 
or permission to be on the property). Failure 
to correct a known hazard sets the stage for a 
claim of negligence, voiding any consideration 
of charitable immunity. For more information 
about sidewalk liability, please refer to previous 
newsletter articles archived on the insurance 
website at www.dotinsurance.org 

Law360 (June 10, 2021). A split New Jersey 
Supreme Court on Thursday adopted the 
so-called ongoing storm rule that commercial 
landowners do not have a duty to remove 
snow or ice while precipitation is still falling, 
while providing exceptions in cases where 
owners increase the risk of injury or there is a 
pre-existing danger.

In a 5-2 decision, the state’s highest court 
overturned a published state appellate 
opinion last year that rejected the bright-
line rule and revived a suit against 
Princeton International Properties over 
plaintiff Angel Pareja’s hip-breaking fall on 
its property during a January 2015 storm.

The majority said it agreed with the premise 
of the rule that “it is categorically inexpedient 
and impractical to remove or reduce hazards 
from snow and ice while the precipitation is 
ongoing,” according to an opinion authored 
by Justice Faustino J. Fernandez-Vina.

“Our precedent makes clear, and we 
reiterate today, that absent unusual circum-
stances, a commercial landowner’s duty 
to remove snow and ice hazards arises 
not during the storm, but rather within a 
reasonable time after the storm,” Justice 
Fernandez-Vina wrote.

The justice added, “Given the unreasonable-
ness of removing the accumulation of snow 
and ice while a storm is ongoing, adopting 
the ongoing storm rule today is consistent 
with our case law on sidewalk liability and 
snow removal.” The ruling, which was joined 
by Chief Justice Stuart Rabner and Justices 
Jaynee LaVecchia, Anne M. Patterson and Lee 
A. Solomon, also lines up with ten other states 
which have embraced the ongoing storm rule, 
including Delaware, Pennsylvania, New York 
and Connecticut, according to the opinion.

In a dissenting opinion, however, Justice Barry 
T. Albin called the majority’s adoption of the 
rule “not an extension but a repudiation of 
our progressive tort law jurisprudence.” Justice 
Albin, who was joined by Justice Fabiana 
Pierre-Louis, said the majority “does not 
attempt to explain how that [ongoing storm 
rule] premise can possibly be correct in all or 
even in most circumstances.”

“Is it really ‘inexpedient and impractical to 
remove or reduce hazards from snow and ice 
while the precipitation is ongoing’ if there is 
only a light dusting of snow or a light falling 
of freezing rain?” he said. The justice said 
he “cannot join an opinion that immunizes 
commercial landowners from liability when 
they do not take reasonable steps to protect 
the safety of tenants, workers, and retail 
customers in their buildings, and others who 
use their sidewalks, merely because precipita-
tion is falling.”

A trial court in December 2018 granted 
summary judgment to Princeton International 
on the grounds that the ongoing storm rule 
applied. In April 2020, an appellate panel 
reversed that decision, rejecting the rule and 
holding that “a commercial landowner has 
a duty to take reasonable steps to render 
a public walkway abutting its property — 

covered by snow or ice — reasonably safe, 
even when precipitation is falling.” 

“The commercial landowner’s liability may 
arise only if, after actual or constructive 
notice, it fails to act in a reasonably prudent 
manner to remove or reduce the foresee-
able hazard,” the panel said. The panel also 
outlined various factors that jurors may 
consider to gauge the reasonableness of a 
commercial landowner’s conduct in such 
cases, including “whether any action would 
be inexpedient or impractical.”

On Princeton International’s challenge to that 
decision, the state Supreme Court majority 
said Thursday that the duty imposed by the 
appellate panel “does not consider the size, 
resources, and ability of individual commercial 
landowners or recognize that what may be 
reasonable for larger commercial landowners 
may not be reasonable, or even possible, for 
smaller ones.”

“While we trust juries to uphold their duties 
to evaluate reasonableness, we do not wish 
to submit every commercial landowner to 
litigation when it is not feasible to provide 
uniform, clear guidance as to what would be 
reasonable,” the majority said. “We decline to 
impose a duty that cannot be adhered to by all 
commercial landowners.”

But the majority outlined two exceptions to 
the ongoing storm rule that could impose a 
duty for commercial landowners while precip-
itation is falling: they could be liable if “their 
actions increase the risk to pedestrians and 
invitees on their property” and “where there 
was a pre-existing risk on the premises before 
the storm.”

Since neither exception applied to the instant 
matter, the majority tossed Pareja’s suit 
against Princeton International. “Princeton 
International owes Pareja a duty only in 
unusual circumstances, none of which we 
find here,” the majority said. “Princeton 
International took no action to increase 
Pareja’s risk, and the record shows that the ice 
on the sidewalk was not a pre-existing condi-
tion, but rather a result of the ongoing storm.”

continued on page 7
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The installation is not expensive - the 
appearance can be modified with covers of 
different colors and designs. Properly placed 
and installed, bollards can stop a vehicle from 
jumping a curb and striking pedestrians, a 
building, or critical utility services. Parking 
stops may be appropriate in some locations as 
they are less expensive but are easily jumped 
by a moving vehicle and have no real stopping 
power.

Over the years, there have been a number of 
building strikes by vehicles that have caused 
damages in the Diocese of Trenton with 
claims ranging from as little as $10,000 to 
more than $100,000. To date, no injuries 
to pedestrians have been reported, although 
there have been a few bodily injury claims to 
drivers.  

The driver’s insurance may not cover the 
property damage incurred. Most automobile 
insurance policies in NJ have minimal 
coverage for property damage. The low 
coverage limit for damage to property owned 
by others is $5,000 with most policies having 
coverage between $5,000 and $25,000. In 
many cases the subrogation of the claim to 
the driver’s insurance will not cover the cost 
of the damage and the expense of litigation 
for recovery from the driver can be cost 
prohibitive.  

A damaged building can be closed even if 
serious structural damage is not incurred and 
repairs may take weeks or months, especially 
if there is structural damage. The cost for the 
installation of protective bollards can range 
from a load of several hundred dollars to as 

high as $1000 or more per unit depending 
upon style or protection required. 

Buildings that are exposed to the risk of an 
auto strike should be protected by bollards 
placed on the parking surface adjacent to the 
sidewalk or two to three feet from the build 
wall and no more than 5 feet apart. Building 
corners, entrance doors, and utility services are 
particularly vulnerable and should be given 
top priority.  

The departments of Risk Management 
(Joe Cahill) and Buildings & Real Estate 
(Scot Pirozzi) are available to assist with 
any questions regarding placement and 
installation.  n

Bollards – you see them everywhere!  Some are installed for the protection of fire hydrants, gas 
meters, entrance doors, pedestrian sidewalks or buildings. They can be decorative, architectural, or 
highly visible protective measures depending upon the need. In most instances, they are designed 
to protect critical infrastructure or people from motor vehicles that stray from the roadway or 
parking areas.

 Protective
Bollards
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Items of Importance
Risk Management Manual 
& Changes
Available on the website:  
www.dotinsurance.org. 

Direct Install for NJ Utilities 
Reinvestment
PLEASE NOTE: This program is now 
administered by the local investor-owned 
utility companies. Please reach out to your 
utility company for more information on 
available programs for your new projects. 
For projects that were existing with New 
Jersey’s Clean Energy Program before the 
program transition dates, please reach out 
to DirectInstall@NJCleanEnergy.com or 
732-855-0033 extension 0 for inquiries.  

PosterGuard – Employee 
Workplace Postings
PosterGuard has resumed shipment of poster 
updates. If your parish, school or organization 
has not been receiving updates, (Last Update 
- NJ Minimum wage will increase by $1.00 
per hour to $12.00 per hour on January 1, 
2021.) please contact Joe Cahill by e-mail.  
A final rule was issued by the EEOC (Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission) on 
June 1, 2021, that increased the maximum 
penalty for failure to properly post and 
maintain the “EEO is the Law” poster and 
the DOL has increased the maximum penalty 
for federal posting violation to more than 
$36,000.   

Diocese of Trenton Roof 
Inspection Program
The Diocese of Trenton Roof Inspection 
program was launched last month. There is 
no cost to the parish as the insurance program 
will cover the expense of the inspections and 
reports. Inspections will begin in Ocean and 
Monmouth counties and will be grouped 
geographically so that two, three or four 
parishes can be inspected in a day to minimize 
the cost. Kayla Gentile, a representative of J. 

D Cummins, will contact the business manger 
to set up a mutually convenient date and time.  
Unless there is roof hatch access, no assistance 
is needed from parish personnel beyond 
meeting with the business manager or facility 
manager when the inspection team arrives.  
They will have their own ladders and a drone 
to work as quickly as possible to complete the 
onsite inspection. If there are any question 
concerning the program, please contact Joe 
Cahill.

Student Accident Insurance
Student Accident Insurance coverage was 
bound in late July. Billing to schools has been 
delayed until actual enrollment numbers are 
available in early September. A program credit 
will be applied to the grade school premiums 
as many sports programs were cancelled last 
year due to COVID.  

Boiler & Machinery Insurance
Boiler & Machinery insurance coverage was 
bound as of August 1, 2021 with Hartford 
Steam Boiler (HSB). The method for 
calculating the premium has been modified 
to use the Total Insured Property Value 
as documented on the Diocese of Trenton 
Schedule of Values for property insurance. 
The premium rate increase was 10% over last 
year but the change in methodology could 
result in some parishes receiving premium 
increases greater than 10% and others a lesser 
amount. The new calculation methodology 
brings uniformity to the premium calculation 
process. If there are any questions concerning 
the premium, please contact Joe Cahill.

COVID Mask 
Recommendation 7/28/2021 
from the Governor’s Office
Governor Murphy and Commissioner 
Persichilli Strongly Recommend Masking 
in Indoor Settings with Increased Risk.  
Following the 7/27 announcement by the 
Centers for Disease Control regarding 
masking, Governor Phil Murphy and New 

Jersey Department of Health Commissioner 
Judy Persichilli strongly recommended that 
both vaccinated and unvaccinated residents 
wear masks in indoor settings when there is 
increased risk.  

Examples of such situations include:

• Crowded indoor settings

• Indoor settings involving activities with close 
contact with others who may not be fully 
vaccinated

• Indoor settings where the vaccine status of 
other individuals in the setting is unknown

• Where an individual is immuno-
compromised or at increased risk for severe 
disease  

Governor Murphy and Commissioner 
Persichilli made the following statement: 

“Our metrics are trending in the wrong 
direction, and new data suggests the Delta 
variant is more transmissible even among 
vaccinated individuals, which is why we are 
making this strong recommendation.   

“Fortunately, our numbers are a fraction of 
those in many other states, most of which 
have significantly lower vaccination rates. 
Should our numbers reach those levels, we 
reserve the right to take more drastic action, 
including a statewide mask mandate.  

“We have crushed this virus repeatedly like no 
other state in the nation, and we are proud to 
boast among the country’s highest vaccination 
rates. But at this point, given where our 
metrics are now, we feel the best course of 
action is to strongly encourage every New 
Jerseyan, and every visitor to our state, to take 
personal responsibility and mask up indoors 
when prudent.  

“And we equally encourage every unvaccinated 
resident or visitor to get vaccinated. The 
vaccines are proven safe and highly effective, 
and are the surest way we can end this 
pandemic.”    n

Pareja’s attorney, David P. Corvasce of Garces 
Grabler & LeBrocq PC, told Law360 on 
Thursday, “Naturally I would have preferred a 
favorable ruling. However, I appreciate each of 
the justice’s attention to detail.”

Princeton International attorney William S. 
Bloom of Methfessel & Werbel said Thursday 

in a statement, “We are gratified that the 
Supreme Court agreed with our arguments 
and for the first time expressly adopted the 
ongoing storm doctrine in New Jersey.”

“As thousands of our clients and their liability 
insurers have faced these exposures since our 
firm was founded 49 years ago, we regard the 

ongoing storm doctrine as a commonsense 
approach that recognizes the impracticality 
and inefficiency of requiring snow and ice 
removal during an ongoing storm,” Bloom 
added.

—Editing by Andrew Cohen    n

Split NJ High Court Adopts Ongoing Storm Liability Rule, continued from page 5
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